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Introduction

This is a guide for those who would like to learn how to start a website.
Since you're reading this, you probably already know how important it is for
any company or self employed contractor to have a web presence. When
you know how to create your own website, you can make a personal
website showcasing your hobbies, family photos, selling your own
products, or anything else you can dream up.

However, that is getting far ahead of ourselves. This guide is not about how
to sell products, get more traffic to your site, or even how to design a
website. This guide is only about how to start a website — how to register a
domain name, sign up with a hosting company, create simple web pages
with HTML, and get them on the internet.

Since this is for the complete novice, the first section is an overview of
basic terms, explained in a way that's easy to understand. If you truly are a
novice at website creation, you may have already read some terms here
that you aren’t familiar with. Not to worry. Everything that you need to
understand will be explained.

Each step is illustrated with diagrams so that you can follow along easily.
When diagrams are not possible, you will have to forge ahead on your own
a little. For that reason, you should feel fairly comfortable with using a
computer and the internet. But again, prior knowledge about how to create
a website is not necessary.

After you've gone through this process once, you’ll wonder why it seemed
so mysterious and difficult before.

Let’'s jump right in.



Basic Terms

Domain

A website’s domain is the “something.com”. For example,
howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com or google.com or yahoo.com. The
same goes for .org or .net sites, such as craigslist.org.

Domain Registration

In order for you to own a domain, you have to register it. The process for
this will be explained in the next chapter. Once you register a domain it is
reserved for you and nobody else can register it.

FTP

FTP stands for File Transfer Protocol. It is a common method used for
transferring your web page files from your computer to your hosting
company’s server. This is what allows the web pages you created on your
computer to show up on the internet. It's simple and easy, and
accomplished by using a small, free program. Instructions for this will be
provided later on.

Hosting Company

Every website has to be hosted on a server. You can do this yourself but
it's far easier and inexpensive to pay for hosting services at a hosting
company. The hosting company has servers that store your web pages.
When you or anyone else views your website, you're seeing files that are
being stored on those servers.

HTML

HTML stands for Hypertext Transfer Markup Language. It is the most basic
programming language in which websites are created. There are many
other languages that can be used for website creation, but they are not
required in order to create useable designs. You don’t even have to know
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HTML in order to create a web page because you can use website creation
software to do it for you. More about that will be explained later.

Notepad

Notepad is a simple text editor found on all Windows computers. Similar
programs are on Mac and Linux-based computers. You can actually create
web pages in a program like this, and you’re going to learn how in the
pages ahead.

Server

A server is like a specialized computer that is set up specifically for storing
web pages and other files for use on the internet.

Web Design Software

There are many different programs that you can use to create your web
pages. Many of them operate similarly to a word processing program, such
as Microsoft Word. Some web design programs have to be purchased and
some are free. These programs allow you to create websites as easily as
creating a document in Microsoft Word because they generate the HTML in
the background for you.

WYSIWYG

WYSIWYG stands for What You See Is What You Get. This is a common
acronym used to describe programs that allow you create web pages
visually. What you see as you create the web page is what you get when
it's live on the internet.

URL

URL stands for Uniform Resource Locator. In simpler language, it's a
website address, such as www.google.com or news.google.com or
www.google.com/news



Signing Up For Website Hosting

Over the years | have used many different hosting companies, and my
favorite, by far, is DreamHost. You can certainly use a different company,
but since | use them myself and I'm recommending them to you, all of the
instructions and diagrams in this book refer to the usage of DreamHost.

DreamHost has allowed me to offer you two special discounts!

When you sign up with DreamHost, you'll get 15% off hosting fees. This
applies whether you choose to pay monthly, yearly, or for two years in
advance.

You'll also get one FREE domain registration! This is a $10 value.

To get these two awesome discounts, all you have to do is enter the promo
code STARTASITE when you sign up with DreamHost.

Follow the instructions below to get started.


http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?451069
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?451069
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?451069
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?451069
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?451069

Step 1. Go to DreamHost.com and click on “Sign Up Now” (the yellow
starburst image)

DfﬂﬂmHOST Current Customers Login: Panel | Webmail | WebFTP
Hosting Domains AboutUs Support Jobs Contact Us Gouogle™ Site Search I Search ]

HOSTEASIMANYIDOMAINS)
IASAYOURWANT®

. Start Your Free Trial
- ifg@ﬁg: Email

" Confirm Email

24/7 technical support N Password
(.'ori:;lPr-éits_;]:lt.iI ||"'73_:_-‘.E “|  Confirm Password
' ==
ERR (1 lotriits  Yoars of Fosig!  (RSSRRARRNE
Sl = UNLIMITED Storage Full root access
= UNLIMITED Bandwidth Unigue IF address

Protected CPU and RAM in a VPS

e Fully burstable system resources

. = Plus many more features!
ol m All for just $8.95/mo!

2 o AT . ¥4
e
 Rabp sl o

On-the-fly resize / reboot / reset
+ Just $15.00/mo extra!

*depending on pre-pavment



http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?451069

Step 2: Begin the signup process. Just enter the information requested on
the form with your current email address and any password that you would
like to use.

DTBHMHGST Current Customers Login: Panel | Webmail

Signup

Start Your Free Trial!

Email:
Confirm Email:
Password:

Confirm Password:

Continue ¥

‘We value your privacy. DreamHost will not sell or rent your email address to third parties.
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Step 3: Pick a Domain

You already get to choose your own domain! Select the first option for
“Register a new .com/net/org/info domain for me.”

After Domain: www type in whatever you want your domain to be.

The domain you type in might be already be in use on the internet. If that is
the case, DreamHost will notify you and allow you to choose a different
one.

e Choose something original

e Choose something that succinctly sums up your website

e Tryto choose something easy to type and remember

DreamHost Current Customers Login: Pane

(Additional domains may be added after you complete the signup process.)

@ Register a new .com/net/org/info domain for me.
(59.95/year, or free with a hosting plan.)

| already have a domain, please provide me with the information I'll need to transfer it.
(You can still register a free domain later or use this option to add a free dreamhosters.com subdomain.)

Domain: www. mynewdomain.com

Continue [»
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Step 4: Just a little more ...

Pick First Server Username: This can be any username that you'd like.
It's nothing magical.

In what city were you born? The answer to this will be requested from
you if you later forget your password, so be honest and type something that
you'll remember.

How did you first hear about us? If you like, you can put
howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com

Promotional code: Type STARTASITE to get your free domain
registration and 15% off hosting fees.

Just a little more...

Pick First Server Username:
(We'll generate a password later )

In what city were you born?
How did you first hear about us? {optional)

Promaotional code or email address (optional)
that referred you :

[} agree to abide by DreamHost's Terms of Service and Anti-Spam Policy. |

also accept the terms of the domain registration agreement. | am also

opting-in to receive the monthly DreamHost newsletter via email and may

unsubscribe myself at any time.

Continue [»
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Next Steps: On Your Own

| can’t give you any images farther than this because | already have an
account with them. In a nutshell, you'll be asked to choose whether you
want to pay for hosting monthly or yearly (I recommend yearly). Then you'll
be asked for payment information. Just follow the on-screen instructions
and it will be self-explanatory enough.

Once you've completed your signup process, you'll get a welcome email
from DreamHost with more information about your account.

When you sign in to your DreamHost account, you should see a screen
that looks like:

18:22 PST | | |

o, | 2]

@) DreamHost | | il

Manage Account
Manage Domains

Manage Email
This is the control center of your DreamHost account. From here you can configure literally any aspect of your account in no
Manage Users .
time at all!
MySQL Databases : : ; . . : X
When you signed up, we automatically set up your first ETP user, your domain registration (if you so selected), your domain's

One-Click Installs hosting with us, and your first email address (just to forward to your current email)!

If things aren't working yet you may have to wait a day for the new DNS information to propagate across the whole Internet.

Now, you can go install in just one click some weblog software, a forum, a poll, an online store, or even a wikil
DreamHost

Welcome
Panel Migrator
Rewards
s £3 Website Hosting | Databases
Backup Your Account

Site OFf The Month

Green Hosting

The DreamHost Shop E4 Email E}‘ Users
Suggestions
Donations (To You!)
Partner Offers

B Domain Registrations A Free Website Software
Give to Charity

This is the main DreamHost Control Panel page. You can do just about
anything you need from here, including: manage your website hosting
account, add email addresses, manage users, and register more domain
names.
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Fully Host Your Website

When you signed up at DreamHost, or if you register a domain later, you
can choose to “Park” your domain, or you can choose to “Fully Host” it.

In order to start creating your website, it has to be fully hosted. You can do
this now or later. It doesn’t have to be done immediately, but it has to be
done before you can post any web pages online.

If you already chose to Fully Host your website, then you can skip this step.
If you chose to Park it, follow along. If you're not sure, go ahead and follow
along and you’ll find out where you stand.

Step 1: Go to the main DreamHost page and click on Website Hosting
(right under “Let’'s Get Started!”)

Hi, Bonnie! (Member since September 2008) 18:22 PST | | |

| & | 12l

@) DreamHost |

Welcome s
Manage Account . TRATARE v

Manage Domains

Manage Email
This is the control center of your DreamHost account. From here you can configure literally any aspect of your account in no
Manage Users .
time at all!
MySQL Databases : : ; . . : X
S When you signed up, we automatically set up your first FTP user, your domain registration (if you so selected), your domain's
ne-Chcl nstalls

hosting with us, and your first email address (just to forward to your current email)!

If things aren't working yet you may have to wait a day for the new DNS information to propagate across the whole Internet.

Now, you can go install in just one click some weblog software, a forum, a poll, an online store, or even a wikil
DreamHost

Welcome
Panel Migrator
Rewards
e s £3 Website Hosting 5 Databases
Backup Your Account

Site Of The Month

Green Hosting

The DreamHost Shop B Email & Users
Suggestions
Donations (To You!)
Partner Offers

B Domain Registrations A Free Website Software
Give to Charity
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Step 2: Find your domain and see if it is parked or hosted.

If it looks like this, then it is Parked:

@ Add New Domain / Sub-Domain
All hosted domains on this account

Domain Reqistration Web Hosting
parked

11 mons+ left. ¢ Edit
x Deactivate parked

howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com
DNS | visit | Add IP

Note the “parked” under “Web Hosting”.

Web Hosting

parked
4 Edit

% Deactivate parked

Secure = +
Hosting Enal Actions
none

Add 1 Address ¥ Delete
o

When you're ready to have your site fully hosted, click on Edit.
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Step 3: For “Do you want the www in your URL?” | recommend choosing

the second option.

You don’t have to change anything else on this page.

Manage Domains

4 Return to domain listing

Fully Hosted

Account Status

(Upload your site to our servers and we'll serve it upl)

Domain name
Domain to host:

sub-domains are okayl!

Do you want the www in your URL?

Users, Files, and Paths

Run this domain under the user:
This affects which FTP account will have
access to the domain, as well as what

user PHF and CGl scripts will run as.
Web directory:

Logs directory:
(can't be changed)

howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com

) Leave it alone: Both http://www.howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com/ and
http:/ /howtostartawebaite-forbeginners.com/ will work.

@ Add WWW- Make http://howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com/ redirect to
http://www.howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com/

Remove WWW- Make http: //vwww_howtostartawebsite-forbeginners_com/

redirect to http://howtostartawebsite-forbeginners. com/

aragornrain (on bonannao) E

/home/username/ howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com

JShome/username/logs/howtostartawebsite—forbeginners . com/http

Scroll down until you see the information shown on the next page.

-16 -



Step 4: Here you have the option of setting up a couple services with
Google.

mrmaraaars L r

Extra Web Security?
(highly recommended - what's this?)

PHP XCache Support: requires DreamHost PS
(what's this?)
Passenger (Ruby/Python apps only): [
(what's this?)
Google Hosted Services

You'll need to set your domain up with Google to use these services, if you haven't already.

Geail

Use Gmail for your email at this domain,

totally free!

Ogie Apps

Set up calendar. howtostartawebsite-

forbeginners.com and
docs.howtostartawebsite-

forbeginners.com freel

Fully host this domain

You can use Gmail for your primary email account at this domain. 1 like to
use the actual domain name in my email address, such as

bonnie @howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com, and I'll show you how to do
that later.

You can also set up a Google calendar if you wish. | don’t usually do this,
but if you think it would be useful for your particular website, go right ahead.

When you're finished with that, click “Fully Host This Domain”.
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On the next page you should get something like this:

o Success!

http:/ /howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com/ has been edited as you have requested!
Your changes should take effect within 5-10 minutes.

Thanks for choosing us,
The Happy DreamHost Domain Editing Robot!

Your domain is now Fully Hosted and ready for action.
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How To Register A New Domain

If you followed the steps above, you should already have a registered
domain name. If you're interested in registering an additional domain name,
now or later, DreamHost makes it easy.

Go to the Reqistrations page and you’ll see a screen that looks like this:

Registrations cEEse

Register new domains, renew existing domains, even set your domain names to expire. If it has to do with registration, you're
in the right place!

Please understand that domain registration is entirely different from domain hosting. They are two different funchions and
are configured and billed separately.

Each domain registered through DreamHost costs $9.95 per year, unless of course yvou have any free registrations left on a
hosting plan.

Note, even if vou host 3 domain with us, if yvou registered it elsewhere, vou must go there to renew or modify registration
infa.

Register a new domain (.com, .org, .net, .info)

Domain to Register: mynewdomain.com

Check Availability...

~ Prices listed on this page are for domain registration only and do NOT include web hosting
charges.

Web hosting plans automatically renew until you end them here.

Where it says “Domain to Register:” type in the domain name that you'd
like to register, then click “Check Availability”. DreamHost will check on
whether the domain is available for use. If it is not available you'll be
notified and you can try a different name.
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https://panel.dreamhost.com/index.cgi?tree=domain.registration

If the domain name is available, you'll be taken to a page that looks like

this:

Registrations

4 Return to domain listing

Congratulations, howtostartawebsite-forbeginners2.com is available! Let's register it!

Whois preference:

Name:
Organization:
Address:
Address 2:
City:

State:

@
 Use DreamHost's free WHOIS privacy service:

Email will be forwarded to you, paper mail will not.
This is so spammers/scammers/crazies don't see your personal info in the
public WHOIS database!

Name: howtostartawebsite- forbeginners2.com Private Registrant
Org: DreamHost Web Hosting

Address: 417 Associated Rd #324, Brea CA 92821

Phone: +1.2139471032

Email: howtostartawebsite-forbeginners2.com@proxy.dreamhost.com
Forward email to:

7 Or, use your own contact info:

Bonnie Martin

It should automatically fill everything in for you. You don’t have to change
anything at all on this page.
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At the bottom, click the Continue button.

Address:

Address 2:

City:

State:

Zip/Postal Code:

Country: United States
Phone:

Email:

Fax:

optional
Nameserver 1: nsl.dreamhostcom
Nameserver 2: ns2.dreamhostcom

Nameserver 3: nsd.dreamhostcom
(optional)

Mameserver 4:

(optional)

NOTE: Registration of domains m

requires acceptance of our

Registration Terms.

The rest is of the process involves paying for the registration. It's usually
$9.95 per year.

New domains can take up to 48 hours to become active, no matter where
you register them. | have always seen them become active within a couple
hours, though.
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Create An Email Address

Now that you have your own domain name, you might want to set up an
email address for that domain. For example, if your domain name is
you might like an email address such as

In DreamHost, go to the Email page and you’'ll see a screen like this:

l\-’q a ﬂ a g e E m a | | HELP IS ON Account Status

Create, edit, or delete any email addresses hosted on your DreamHost account.
Note: You should always have a valid postmaster@yourdomain.com address or some domains may not accept email from you.

Email addresses

© Create New Email Address @ Bulk-Edit Forwarding-Only Addresses

Show these domains: beginners-website-creation-book.com =
Control-click for multiple Do iig=an com gl
P howtodraw-forkids. com o
enlarge select box howtostariawebsite-forbeginners.com |&d
shrink select box
Show Selected Domains

You currently have no email addresses set up!

This particular screen shows some of the domain names that | have
registered with DreamHost. At this point, | have no email addresses set up
for the domain

Click “Create New Email Address”.
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https://panel.dreamhost.com/index.cgi?tree=mail.addresses

[Trau:litic-nal Email Hosting)

Email Address: @ howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com []

(Use "catch-all" to catch any address not
specifically set-up.)

You will get lots of spam with a catch-all!

Mailbox Login: just use the full email address!

Mailbox "Name"

e.g. John Doe

Pick a password for me

revealed on next page

Password

Must be at least 6 characters
New Password Again:

Limit total disk usage ¥l to 200 ME.
Messages will bounce if fulll{Account

max is unlimited MB)

Email me daily warnings ]
if my usage is within 10% of my limit {or

100MRB whichever is smaller)

Email Address: if you want to create , then you'd
enter in this box. If you have more than one domain name, select the
domain you want to use in the box directly to the right.

Mailbox “Name”: Type your full name, such as John Brown, or the name
of your company/website, such as John Brown’s Happy Teddy Bears.

Pick a password for me: If you want DreamHost to generate a password
for you, click this box. If you want to choose your own password, leave this
box empty.

Password: If you're choosing your own password, type it in here.

Leave the rest of this screen as it is and scroll down.
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Email me daily warnings
if my usage is within 10% of my limit {or

100MB, whichever is smaller)

List all email addresses to forward to,
one per line:
(Mote: "catch-all" may only forward to

OreamHost-hosted email addresses)

(Tidy inboxes keep mail servers happy!)
Remove read messages when inbox 250  Messages.

reaches

Remove read messages from inbox 45 days.

older than

Even remove unread messages [l

Save removed messages V| in a folder named old-messages

(otherwise deleted)

Email me when messages are

removed

You can pretty much leave all of this exactly how it already is, unless you
personally want to adjust something.

When you're finished, click “Create Address”.
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If everything was successful with the creation of your new email address,
you'll see a screen like this:

M danada 'g B E ma I | LIELEIS SaE8 Account Status

Email Management

Create, edit, or delete any email addresses hosted on your DreamHost account.
Mote: You should always have a valid postmaster@yourdomain.com address or some domains may not accept email from you.

" Successfully added bonnie@howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com!

Mailbox Login: bonnie@howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com (use the whole thing!)
Password:
Mote: It will take a few minutes for this new address to become active.

Email addresses

© Create New Email Address  © Bulk-Edit Forwarding-Only Addresses

Show these domains: beginners-website-creation-boock com =

’ : bonniemartinseo.com =
Control-click for multiple rrsts e ittt |J

enlarge select box howtostartawebsite-forbeginners com &g

shrink select box

Show Selected Domains

Mailbox Also forwards to: L
Actions
bonnie@howtostartawebsite- # Edit
forbeginners.com There are no additional forwards; messages are only defivered to this il Gicable
) "Bonnie Martin™ mailbox manager maifbox. S
elete

<10 MB / 200 MB (0%

You can use your new email address in any email program like Outlook or
Outlook Express.

| will take you through the process of setting up your email address in
Outlook. You can also get a ton of extra information in DreamHost’s
support Wiki.
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http://wiki.dreamhost.com/Category:E-mail

Use Your Email Address In Outlook

The email address you created can be used in any email program. Since
Outlook is a very commonly used email program and | use it myself, that's
what these instructions will be for. If you use a different program you can
probably learn enough here to set up your email address in that program
too.

I’'m using Outlook 2007. Any other version will be similar but not exactly the
same.

Step 1: Open Outlook and go to Tools > Account Settings

8 Inbox - Microsoft Outlook

: File Edit View Go | Tools | Actions Help
: 3dNew ~ | é a2 s Send/Receive b
& Instant Search »
Folder List | _ .
All Folders [} AddressBook... Ctrl+Shift+B
2] All Outiook Items i 99
4 l {r
- i‘h Archive Folders | 1 Rules and Alerts...
3 Calendar Mailbox Cleanup...
_d ColdFusion Error . §
Bal Contacts | a) Empty "Deleted lkems” Folder
_ Customer 5ervice Forms b
_l Custs Wait for Dif M
E‘ Deleted ems | 2oacro ¥
—yﬂ Drafts | Account Settings...
_ | Inbox (1}
_ Information et entes. -
54 Journal Customize...

L@ Junk E-mail [9351
_l Junk Suspects

Options...
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Step 2: On the Email tab, click New ...
L}

Account Settings

E-mail Accounts
You can add or remove an account. You can select an account and change its settings.

E-mail | Data Files | RSS Feeds | SharePoint Lists | Internet Calendars | Published Calendars | Address Books

G New... S Repar... P& change... @ SetasDefaulk ¢ Remove # &

Mame Type

m

Selected e-mail account delivers new e-mail messages to the following location:

Archive Folders\Inbox

in data file C:\Users\Bonnie \AppDataiLocal Microsoft\Outook\archive. pst
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Step 3: Choose Email Service.

Select the top option and click Next.

Add Mew E-mail Account ﬁ

Choose E-mail Service

(@ Microsoft Exchange, POP3, IMAP, or HTTP

Connect to an e-mail account at your Internet service provider (I1SP) or your
organization’s Microsoft Exchange server,

(") Other
Connect ta a server type shown below,
Outlook Mobile Service (Text Messaging)

2 Back [ Mext = J [ Cancel
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Step 4: Add New Email Account

Don't fill anything in. Check the box near the bottom for “Manually select
server settings or additional server types” and click Next.

Add Mew E-mail Account &

Auto Account Setup

Your Name:

Example: Barbara Sankovic

E-mail Address:

Example; barbara@contoso,com

Password:

Retype Password:

Type the password your Internet service provider has given wou.

Manually configure server settings or additional server types

<Back || MNext> | | cancel
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Step 5: Choose Email Service. Select the top option and click Next.

Add New E-mail Account M

Choose E-mail Service

@ Imternet E-mail

Connect to your POP, IMAP, or HTTP server to send and receive e-mail messages,
(7 Microsoft Exchange

Connect to Microsoft Exchange for access to your e-mail, calendar, contacts, faxes and voice mail.
") Other

Connect to a server type shown below,

Outlook Mobile Service (Text Messaging)

< Back ][ Mext > ][ Cancel
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Step 6: Internet Email Settings

Add New E-mail Account &J

Internet E-mail Settings
Each of these settings are required to get your e-mail account working.

User Information Test Account Settings
Your Name: Bonnie Martin After filing out the information on this screen, we

recommend you test vour account by dicking the
E-mail Address: srtawebsite-forbeginners. com button below. (Requires network connection)
Server Information

Test Account Settings ... I

Account Type: POP3
Incoming mail server: mail.howtostartawebsite-forbe

Dutgeing mail server (SMTP): | mail howtostartawebsite-forbe
Logon Information

Liser Mame: bonnie @howtostartawebsite-1

Password: =00 0 sssssssses :I

[¥] Remember password

[] Require logon using Secure Password Authentication (SPA) More Settings ...

[ < Badk ” Mext = ][ Cancel |

L

Your name: Type your name as you would like it to appear when people
get an email from you.

Email address: Enter your whole email address. In this example I'm using
bonnie@howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com

Incoming Mail Server and Outgoing mail server (SMTP):
Type “ " followed by your domain name. In this example I’'m using

Username: Enter your whole email address.
Password: Enter your password

When you're finished with all of that, click the “More Settings ...” button.
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Step 7: Click the “Outgoing Server” tab.

Check the box that says “My outgoing server (SMTP) requires
authentication.”

Click the OK button.

Internet E-mail Settings

(o

I

General | Outgoing Server | Connection | Advanced

My outgoing server (SMTP) requires authentication
@ Use same settings as my incoming mail server
(") Log on using

dser Marme:

Password:

/| Remember password
[ ] Require Secure Password Authentication (SPA)

" Log on to incoming mail server before sending mail

-32 -




Step 8: Now you're back at the previous screen:

Py

Add New E-mail Account

|

Internet E-mail Settings

Each of these settings are required to get your e-mail account working.

User Information

Your Name:

E-mail Address:

Server Information
Account Type:

Incoming mail server:
Cutgoing mail server (SMTF):
Logon Information

User Mame:

Password:

Bonnie Martin

artawebsite-forbeginners. com

[POP3
.mail.hawtosmrmwebsite—ﬁnrbi

mail. howtostartawebsite-forbe

bonnie @howtostartawebsite-1

:t::tt:ttt:‘

Remember password

[] Require logon using Secure Password Authentication (SPA)

Test Account Settings

After filling out the information on this screen, we
recommend you test vour account by dicking the
button below, (Requires network connection)

Test Account Settings ... ]

Mare Settings ...

[ < Back ][ Mext =

l [ Cancel

)

Click the button that says “Test Account Settings ...” This will test all of
your settings. Upon success you'll get a screen that looks like this:

#

Test Account Settings

Tasks | Errors

Congratulations! Al tests completed successfully. Click Close to continue,

Tasks Status
\/Log onto incoming mail server (POP3) Completed
\/Send test e-mail message Completed
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On that screen, click Close. On the leftover screen, click Next.

That will take you to this:

-

Add Mew E-mail Account

Congratulations!

You have successfully entered all the information required to setup your
account.

To dose the wizard, didk Finish,

Click Finish.

You're done! You can now send a receive emails in Outlook.
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Web Pages Are Simple

Despite what you might think right now, web pages really are simple. They
can be very complicated too, of course, but not all of them are.

| would like you to do this little exercise. It will help you get over any fear
related to HTML and making web pages. You'll learn the most basic HTML
that's required for a web page and how to make your own little web page in
Notepad (or any similar text editor). We’ll use the web page you create later
on when learning how to work with FTP.

Step 1: Open Notepad or your text editor of choice.

On my computer Notepad can be found under Start Menu > Accessories >
Notepad.

Step 2: After you open Notepad, go to File > Save As

""" | Untitled - Notepad

File | Edit Format View Help
Mew Ctrl+N
Upen... Ctrl+0
Save Ctrl+5
Save As...
Page Setup...
Print... Cirl+P
Exit
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Step 3: Save the file as hello.htm on your Desktop. Just type hello.htm as

the filename.

| Untitled - Notepad

File Edit Format View Help

Organize ~

Favarite Links
E Documents
':E_.:'ﬂ Recent Places

Ju e=Book Files 1% Com puter

Bl Decktop
M Computer

E| Pictures

More

Folders il | |

Date modified

File name:  hello.htm|

Save as type: [T-Ell't Documents (*.bd)

% Hide Folders Encoding: [N\ISI
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Step 3: Some Basic HTML

This is what your work space looks like:

| hello.htm - Notepad —mhE X
File Edit Feormat View Help

The very first thing to do is declare that this is an HTML web page. You
define this with HTML “tags”. Anything in HTML that is enclosed with carrot
characters is a “tag”. It looks like this:

<html>

</html>

Every tag has a “closing tag” which is created with the slash character. This
effectively signals the end of the tag. In this case, it shows that all of the
HTML is now at an end.

r

| hello.htm - Notepad

File Edit Format View Help
<html>

</htm]>]
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The first part of every HTML web page is the Head. You define this with
Head “tags”.

<head>

</head>

The slash character denotes the end of the Head tag, signaling the end of
the Head part of the web page. The head tags go between the HTML tags.

_FiIF_ Edit Format View Help
<html>
<head>
</head>

</html>|

- 38 -



Inside the Head tags, you should have a Title tag. This tells the browser
what to display for the title of the web page, and it goes between the Head
tags. It looks like this:

<title> </title>
The Title of your web page will be “Hello!”

<title>Hellol</title>

j hello.htm - Notepad

File Edit Format View Help
<html=

<head:>
<titlexHello!'</title>
</head>

</html>

For now, that's all you need for your Head section.
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Next is the Body of the web page. That's where everything that actually
appears on your web page is created. This goes after the </head> tag, but

before the </html> tag.
It looks like this:
<body>

</body>

| hello.htm - Notepad

File Edit Format View Help
<html>

<head:>

<titlex>Hel lo!</Ttitle>
</head>

<body=

</body>

</ html>
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Next we’ll put a simple message between the Body tags that will appear on
your webpage.

First we should declare that we’re going to be using a paragraph of text.
You can do this with Paragraph tags. It looks like this:

<p> </p>

We can write a sentence between those Paragraph tags. Let’s write, “Hello,
world!”

j hello.htm - Notepad

File Edit Format View Help
<html=>

<head:>
<titles=Hello!</Title>
</head>

<body>

<p>Hello, world!</p>
</body=>

</html>

Important: Save your file right now. Go to File > Save.

This is all you need for a very simple webpage. Now you can view it in a
browser to see what you've created.
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Step 4: See your web page

Open up a browser. I'll show the process with Internet Explorer, but it will
be very similar with any other browser.

First, go to File > Open

m Edit View Favorites Tools Help

Mew Tab Ctrl+T
Duplicate Tab 51 O
MNew Window Ctrl+M
Mew Session

Open... Ctrl+ O
Edit with Microsoft FrontPage

Save Ctrl+5
Save As...

Close Tab Ctrl+W
Page Setup...

Print... Ctrl+P

Print Preview...

Send *
Import and Export...

Properties
Work Offline
Exit
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Click the Browse button

Type the Intemet address of a document, and Intemet
| Explorer will open it for you.

Find hello.htm on your computer. If you saved it to your Desktop as
instructed, that’s where it will be.

= Edit Wiew Eawortes  Tools  Heli

OO T |_!"|.}5ktup : '_lft| |S'Eﬂrrh ) D |

Favorite Links Name Date modified ~ *
Ei Documents é_ HE)
¥ B i
%] Recent Places : o
. 1M Computer
J =Book Files e
. Fubhc
Deskto, =
- 4 & Network =
e Sampali i ® hello.htm 12/11,/2009 11:31 P!
Ef Pictures
E’ Music
E Searches
Ji Public
Folders A Q] P | :
File name: hello htm - [HTMLH&B{'J’M;'J’M;'M v]
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Click the OK button

SO
Open Iﬁ
— Type the Intemet address of a document, and Intemet
— | Explorer will open it for you.
Open: ChUsersi\Bonnie\Desktopihello.htm -
| oK || Cancel || Browse..

Now you see your web page:

/2 Hello! - Windows Internet Explorer

£ CAlUsers\Bonnie\Desktop\hello.htm

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

v Favorites | @ Hello!

Hello, World!

Congratulations! You've created a real web page. It's not on the internet
yet, but it’s still a web page and it was written in HTML. You could even say
that you programmed it.
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How To Use FTP

FTP (File Transfer Protocol) is a simple method of transferring files from
your computer to the server that hosts your website. It's an easy way for
you to get your pages on the internet.

| use a little program called FTP Explorer. It's free and you can download it
from my website.

Step 1: Download FTP Explorer

It comes as a .zip file, so after you download it you’'ll need to unzip it with a
program like WinZip or ZipGenius.

After you've unzipped the file you can install the program by double-clicking
Setup.exe. Follow the on-screen instructions.

You can use any other FTP program but the example images shown here
will be for FTP Explorer.
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Step 2: Check on / modify your FTP account information.

Login to your DreamHost account and click on Users then Manage Users.

Main Menu

DreamHost
Domains
Mail

£ Goodies

B users

Manage Users
Account Privileges
Backups User
Unix Groups
Status
Private Servers
Files Forever
Billing
Support
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This will bring you to a page like this:

Hi, B el (Member since September 2008) 01:25 PST | | |
@) DreamHost | _ : :
e s g
Manage Account
Manage Domains =
Manage Email Editing User: aragornrain (on bonanno)
Manage Users Full Name: Bonnie Martin
MySQL Databases learn more
One-Click Installs Home Directory: /home/aragornrain
Enhanced security?
learn more
DreamHost
User Account Type: @ FTP account - file transfer access only.
Domains
Mail SFTP account - sftp (SSH ftp) file transfer access only.
Goodies " Shell account - allows SFTP/FTP plus ssh access.
e Shell Type: /bin/bash
Manage Users Disallow FTP?:
Account Privileges CPU RBDDI’ﬁI’Ig: 1
Backups User Enable user CPU usage statistics
Unix Groups (unavailable on DreamHost PS)
Status learn more
Private Servers New Password:
Files Forever leave blank for no change
Billin
= New Password Again:
Support

The important bits of information you need from this screen are the user
information and the password.

Near the top in my example it says:

“aragornrain” is my username and “bonanno” is the name of my server.
Your screen will show your username and server. Write these down for
future reference. You'll need it soon.

A bit farther down the page, you can enter a new password. This password
will only be used for your FTP access and won't change the password you
use for logging into your main DreamHost account.

If you already know what this password is, leave it. Otherwise, update it.
Write the down the password — you’ll need it soon, too.
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Step 3: Set up FTP Explorer

When you first open FTP Explorer, you should get a screen that looks fairly
blank. Click the button circled in this image:

[ C@ FTP Explorer lilglgj
File Eit_‘u"'r_ T_opts Window Help
|| 0wl 0]+ | Gls|+[x[5] n[=fEm] alB
|
For Help, press F1 .

This button is “Connect” which will bring up a screen that will allow you to

connect to your server.
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Connect @J )

downloads Profile Mame: ||:|reamh|:|st webzites Connect |
dreamhbiost webzites

Host Address: |I:u:unannu:-.u:|reamhu:ust.u:u:um Cancel

Port: lz'li v ze PASY Mode | Use Firewal
Lagir: |arag|:|rnrain [ Anonymous
Pazzword: | ““““““““

Initial Path:

Attempts: 1 Fietry Delay: |10
Dowrload Path: | Browse |

D eszcription: -

[ Cache data between sessions

Add | Save | Shortcut | Remove |

You will have a list of sample profiles on the left side. You can choose any
one of them to modify.

| call this “dreamhost websites” because it is where | access
all of the websites that | have hosted with DreamHost. You can call it
anything you want.

This is where you use the information you wrote down
earlier. In my example, | have bonanno.dreamhost.com because that's my
server name. Yours is different. This is the information you got from the
“Manage Users” screen before.

This is your username. In my example, it's “aragornrain”. Again, you
got this information from the “Manage Users” screen.

Enter your FTP password.

- 49 -



Click Connect. If you've entered everything correctly, you'll be logged in.
You'll see some folders like this:

C@ dreamhost websites - FTP Explorer

o|@o| tln[os| @

File Edit View Tools Window

Hellp . .
ol2]X|e]

] §—| A E

All Folders

Contents of

=&

) howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com
= logs
] Maildir

200 Type setto A
PASY

LIST

226 Transfer complete.

For Help, press F1

227 Entering Passive Mode [67,205,39,2,163.146].

150 Opening ASCIl mode data connection for file list

[Awaiting Command

1

B

Double-click on the folder that has the name of your website. In this
example, it's “howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com”.
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You should now see a screen that looks like this:

%) dreamhost websites - FTP Explorer = | E]
File Edit View Tools Window Help

alslo| Bl6] [+ B {1 )E

All Folders Contents of 'fhowtostartawebaite-forbeginners. coms”

b
T

=-03 7 + |1 downloads
-3 bol | fa\.ricu:un.gif
-3 dh| favicu:un.icu:u
D hom| = |
-4 ho
- log
i iEE bl
‘ b
200 Type setto A -
PASY
227 Entering Passive Mode [67,205,39,2,186,226).
LIST

150 Opening ASCIl mode data connection for file list
226 Transfer complete.

For Help, press F1 Awaiting Command

e

e

Now you can put the web page you made on the internet, so that it's
actually part of your website.

First, click the button with the Up arrow that’s circled in this illustration. That
button is for “Upload”.

When you download a file, you are transferring it from a server to your
computer.

When you upload a file, you are transferring it from your computer to a
server.
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After you click the Upload button you’ll see a screen where you can
browser your computer to find the file that you want to upload.

If your hello.htm file is still on your Desktop, that's where you'll find it.

fﬂ dreamhost websites - FTP Explorer

&8 / Loal: in: ! Bl Desktop

For Help, press F1

Mame ? Date rmodified =
| & heiio.htm 12/11/2009 11:
a2l | I-PQ1) L
. Public
ol ‘i'"" Metwork
. i Bnhi St AARINNG Sedn T
1 |l ‘4| m r
200 Typ :
lPasy File name: !helln.l’rtm Open
IEF;TEM Files of type: l.P-.II Files (=% ;I Cancel
150 Ope
226 Transfer complete.

== =
File Edt View Tools Window Help
' | H - —— 5 F’
= ==l =
o @ Upload
All Folders

|ﬂﬁ5iting Command |

|"|

Once you've found hello.htm and selected it, click Open.

Now you can go see it on the internet!
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Step 4: Go see your web page
Go back to Internet Explorer or the browser of your choice.

In the address bar, type your domain name followed with a slash then
hello.htm, like this:

http://www.howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com/hello.htm

/2 Hello! - Windows Internet Explorer

'F{-\ - & | hitp://www. howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com/hello. bt  —

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
T4 Favorites @ Hella!

Hello, World!

Your web page is now online and available for anyone to see.

If you’ve made it this far, | want to give you a LIf
you were a complete beginner at website creation, you've learned a lot and
you now have your own functioning website. | hope that everything went
smoothly for you.

The next step is to start putting together your website. That is definitely
another topic and it won’t be covered in this book, but I'll give you a bit of
information on how to get started in the next chapter.
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Web Design Software

Since you're new to website creation, | recommend using a WYSIWYG
editor (What You See Is What You Get). That will allow you to create web
pages without having to learn HTML any further than you already have.
They also have a way for you to view the HTML at any time, and you can
use that to make your own edits or adjustments.

If you type “web design software” into Google you'll find a lot of choices for
different programs to use. Below are a few popular examples.

Paid Software

If you want to buy a web design program, there are two that are commonly
used:

Microsoft FrontPage

Adobe Dreamweaver

Many people will argue for one or the other as strongly as if they were
discussing Ford or Chevy. In my opinion, you should use the one you like
best. If you're already familiar with Microsoft software or Adobe software
you can expect the same kind of functionality from these programs.

Coffee Cup is another good option, and much cheaper at $49.

Free Software

There is a lot of free software out there. Again, type “free web design
software” into Google and have a field day.

The one | recommend is Nvu, which you can find at http://net2.com/nvu/

The great thing about free software is that you can try a few of them and
see what you like best.
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Getting Support

DreamHost’s Wiki

If you have any questions about the hosting services at DreamHost, they
have an extensive help section at wiki.dreamhost.com. That should be
your main go-to place for any technical questions or general support
related to hosting, domains, your email addresses, and billing.

Learning HTML
If you're interested in learning HTML, a great place to start is HTML.net.
Learning Web Design

In my opinion, the best way to learn how to design a website is to just start
doing it. If you've got a WYSIWYG web page editor, just play around with it
and see what you can do. It's no more difficult than making a document in
Microsoft Word.

Hiring Help

| offer a web design and SEO (search engine optimization) service. I'm
based in Portland, OR, but I can easily work through email and on the
phone.

Projects are priced on a case-by-case basis, but after | speak with you I'll
give you an estimate. Find out more at Bonnie Martin SEO.

There are likely plenty of web design contractors in your area that you
could look up as well. Make sure the person gives you a solid idea of what
he or she can do for you, and how much it will probably cost.
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About the Author

| have been working in the field of web design for nearly ten years. | run the
daily workings of www.ebookmall.com, including design and graphics,
publishing options, product management, and the management of tech
support.

| have a website consulting service at www.bonniemartinseo.com where |
contract out my web design and SEO work to individuals and small
companies.

| am also involved in fithess and weight loss, and I'm building a weight loss
resource website at www.skinny-pig-weight-loss.com.

In my spare time | enjoy photography, biking through the city, dog walks,
the occasional video game, and watching the Discovery Channel. | also
love reading or watching almost anything related to Science Fiction or
Fantasy.

| grew up in Northern California and now reside in Portland, OR with my
Toy Poodle, Kiki.

If you have questions about this book, contact me directly at
bonnie@howtostartawebsite-forbeginners.com.

If you'd like to discuss my web design or SEO service, you can use
bonnie@bonniemartinseo.com.
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